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A Comparative Study of Text and Image in the
Coffee House Paintings of the Battle of Rostam
and Ashkobus

By Majid Mazidi Sharafabadi', Sahar Zekavat?, Ali Zarei®

| Abstract:

Portraying the Shahnameh stories and especially the story of the battle of Rostam and As-
hkobus is one of the common subjects of the coffee house painting. In illustrating stories,
artists create their works by referring to the original text of the story and relying on their imag-
ination and the artistic knowledge of the past. Accordingly, the comparative study of text and
image in the coffee house paintings of the battle of Rostam and Ashkobus as one of the im-
portant stories of the Shahnameh seems necessary. Knowing how the scene of the battle of
Rostam and Ashkobus is represented through coffee house painters, identifying the degree
of conformity of the paintings with the poems of the Shahnameh, and identifying the similari-
ties and differences between the samples and the poems of the Shahnameh are among the
objectives of this article. The present research is a theoretical study and has been conducted
with a descriptive-analytical method and comparative approach, and the library, documentary
and image information has been analyzed with a qualitative method. Case examples of the
research include 6 works of coffee house paintings by Hossein Qoller Aghasi, Hossein Ham-
dani, Mansour Vafaei, Hassan Esmailzadeh and Mohammad Farahani.
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coffee house painting, Rostam, Ashkobus, Shahnameh.
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Examination and Recognition of Religious Icons
of the Qajar Court (Documentary Study)

By Seyed Masoud Seyed Bonakdar', Mahnaz Kamalvand?

| Abstract:

Iconography, which is one of the most important components of religious art in Iran began
to flourish in the Safavid era with the socialization of the Shi'ite school and developed in the
Qajar era. During this era, the general belief in icons as a means of repelling calamity and
bringing good luck prompted the Qajar kings to pay more attention to the art of iconography.
This art developed as one of the arts favored by the Qajar court and thus several icons were
prepared by order of the Qajar court and these icons found a special value in the rites and
customs of the Qajar court.

The findings of the research show that regarding the importance of icons among the common
beliefs of Qajar society, the kings of this dynasty have held a more special outlook towards
the art of iconography. Accordingly, the artists of the Qajar court prepared special icons. Giv-
en the political function and legitimization of the icons, Nasser al-Din Shah procured several
icons for his court and exposed them to the public in various ways and used them in different
modes in the rites and customs of his court. Emphasis on the atomistic perspective and the
application of Divine themes and the combination of Eastern and Western art themes, etc.,
are referred to as among the artistic features of these religious icons.

The present study is intended to study the historical and artistic features of the eight religious
icons of the Qajar court through historical and analytical-descriptive methods and field obser-
vations using documentary and library sources and to specify what the symbolic value and
political function of these icons have been in the Qajar court.

| Keywords:
icon, iconography, Qajar era, Nasser al-Din Shah, jewelry.
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The Impact of the Content and Form of the Religious
Painting of the Christian World on the Painting of
the Qajar Era (a Case Study of Pen-Cases)

By Malihe Sahragard', Mostafa Lal Shateri?, Peyman Abolbashari®

| Abstract:

During the Qajar era, visual elements such as paintings on Iranian pen cases (qalamdans)
underwent a transformation with the arrival of European painting. Pen-case painting, as one
of the common artistic fields in this period, whose images were influenced by worldview,
religious thoughts, beliefs, social and political relations and historical background, is one of
the important fields for studying and discovering layers of identity found in Qajar art. Why
and how the painters of the Qajar era employed the themes of the Christian world on the
pen-case images is the main issue of the present research. The objective of the research is
to analyze the formal and contextual impacts of the religious painting of the Christian world
on the images of Qajar era pen cases. The main question is, "What effect did the European
paintings of the Christian world have on the images of pen cases in terms of form and con-
tent, and what effect did they have on the visual attitude of pen-case painters of the Qajar
era? The findings based on the descriptive-analytical method indicate that the images of the
Qajar era pen cases were influenced by the religious painting of the Christian world in terms
of form and content. From the form point of view, these effects include four main topics in
implying perspective, dimension, applying shading, composition, and space arrangement,
and from the point of view of content: joyful tidings, mother and child, sitting Virgin Mary, and
saints, which were adopted from European images. Although the Qajar pen-case painter has
used European works as models in terms of content, he has not been subject to symbols or
narration, as European painters did, and has also used images adopted from the literature
and folk tales on the surface of the pen cases in different frames. In some cases, these artists
integrated the methods and characteristics of western works that were in line with their tastes
into their tradition and created innovative works by combining old and new methods as well
as combining western and Iranian painting traditions.

| Keywords:
pen case, Qajar era painting, Christian religious painting, form, content.
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A Numismatic Research on the Period of Layla b.
Nu‘man's Rebellion (308-309 A.H.) in Neishabur

By Muhammad Amin Sa'adat Mehr'

| Abstract:

Layla b. Nu‘man was one of the great Alawite commanders of Tabaristan who was able to
conquer the second main pillar of the Samanid rule simultaneous to the rebellions, at the
early period of the rule of Amir Nasr b. Ahmad Samant (301-331 AH) of Neishabur and mint
coins in his own name. The Iranian commanders' inscriptions on the coins in the early Islamic
centuries, in addition to the name of the coin owner and the ruling family, contained verses
from the Qur'an that were engraved on the coins according to the beliefs of the rulers and the
people of the region, as well as titles of coin owners. Therefore, by considering these expres-
sions, we can understand the thoughts and intentions of the rulers and their status among the
people and high-ranking officials. One of the main questions of this research is, "What were
the general features of Layla b. Nu‘man's dirham design like (minted in Neishabur in 309
A.H.)?" Also, "How can the events of that era be reconstructed by using inscribed writings,
such as verses, titles, etc. on this dirham?" In addition to introducing this distinguished coin,
this article aims to reconstruct and introduce the causes of some of the events of that time
with the help of numismatic data along with historical texts, with the approach of perceptual
archeology and historical approach.

| Keywords:
Samanids, Layla b. Nu‘man, Alawites of Tabaristan, Numismatics, Neishabur.
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Examining the Features of the Form and Way of
Making Buttons of the Uniform Garments of Astan
Quds Razavi's Staff and Khadims

(Voluntary Attendants) Preserved in Saberi Collection

By Sina Saberi’

| Abstract:

Buttons, like common coins of any era, contain various data whose study is important from
different perspectives. With the arrival of military forces and advisers of western countries
to Iran, the shape and form of the clothes of employees of Iranian institutions changed from
the Qajar period onwards. Among these changes, which were considered as a kind of iden-
tification for the employees of an institution, were the ornamented buttons that adorned the
clothes of the employees of each organization. From this point of view, the examination of the
buttons of the clothing of the employees and the Khadims of Astan Quds Razavi based on the
examples found in the "Saberi Collection" can introduce us to the course of their change and
evolution. Due to the fact that no article or book has been written about Iranian buttons and
the author has all kinds of samples available in his collection, therefore, he has researched
about their procurement, construction place and composition, shape and alloy, quality, and
variety in a descriptive-comparative-analytical method.

| Keywords:
button, Astan Quds, staff, Qajar, Khoddam's garments, inscribed motifs.
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Examination and Identification of Afshart Coins
In Astan Quds Razavi Museum

By Fateme Jahanpour’

| Abstract:

Although the rein of Afsharian was short, Nader's attention and that of his successors to mint-
ing coins caused a large number of coins from him and the kings after him to be scattered
all over the country. After military expedition to India and the conquer of the northern regions
such as Turkestan, Nader combined the monetary system of Iran and India and circulated
a new monetary structure with various units and different names such as "Qiran-i Nadirt",
"Bistr", "Follis", "Abbast", "Ashrafl". Upon Nader's death, the monetary system was gradually
disintegrated, but his successors continued to mint coins because one of the aspects of the
legitimacy of their rule was coins. While introducing and identifying the AfsharT coins in the
Razavi Museum, this article is intended to answer several questions such as: What was the
monetary system of the Afshar period like? What effect did the conquest of India have on
the monetary structure of this period? What were the currency units of this period? What are
the apparent features of these coins and what do the expressions incised on them contain?
By examining these coins, it seems that although Nader and his successors inherited a state
with a ruined economy and their ambitions for hegemony paved the ground for long-term
wars, none of them caused them to neglect minting of coins and during this period they mint-
ed many coins with a high variety and different weights and sizes in the form of metals such
as gold, silver and copper, which were scattered throughout their ruling territory. In order to
answer the above-mentioned questions, this research has employed a descriptive-analytical
approach and has been based on both library and fieldwork methods. In the library method,
the written sources were studied and indexed; and in the fieldwork method, the information
concerning the apparent features of the coins was obtained through the objective observation
and examination of coins and the use of identification cards and reading their inscriptions.

| Keywords:
Afshart rule, Nader Shah, Coin Treasury of Razavi Museum, Qiran-i Nadiri, Follis, Shahr,
‘Abbasi, Ashrafi, Bisti, Rupee.
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The Origin of the Prayer Niche (Mihrab) Design in
the Decorative Arts of Iran

(A Case Study of the Tree-Mihrabt Carpet, a Two-Faced Curtain Pre-
served in the Astan Quds Razavi Carpet Museum)

By Hossein kamandlou’

| Abstract:

Mihrabt design is one of the old and genuine patterns of Iranian carpet weaving. Originally,
this design has probably been used to decorate prayer mats in small dimensions, and with
the passage of time, especially from the Qajar era onwards it was woven in larger dimensions
and with different combinations. According to the majority of experts, mihrabT design entered
the decorative arts of Iran with the influence of architectural art and the carpet manufacturers,
like other handicraft artists, used it to decorate all kinds of carpets, such as gilim (a rug made
of goat's hair), namad (felt cloth), carpet, and zilG (a hand-woven floor covering). Some re-
searchers believe that the pattern of mihrab is modeled after the mihrab of Islamic mosques;
but as per the patterns and samples of the arch designs existing in the pre-Islamic art, it can
be considered to have a longer history.

Carpet weaving in the Holy city of Mashhad was revived since the middle of the Qajar rule
(1210-1343 AH/1796-1925 AD). Some of the weavings left over from this era, especially the
pieces kept in the Astan Quds Razavi Carpet Museum testify that the designers, weavers and
producers who settled in this city from different parts of Iran for the sake of the Holy Shrine
of ‘AlT b. MUsa al-Rida (A.S.), made great efforts in reviving the carpet weaving tradition of
Mashhad. Given its type of weaving, design, and most important of all, the inscriptions it
contains, the two-faced tree-curtain mihrabrt carpet is one of the significant works preserved
in the Astan Quds Razavi Carpet Museum. By studying and examining it, one can obtain
valuable information about Mashhad carpet history. The purpose of this research, besides
collecting authentic written documents for a better understanding of the mihrab design in
the decorative arts of Iran, is to introduce one of the distinguished works of the Qajar era
and the ethnic groups who together revived the tradition of carpet weaving in the Holy city of
Mashhad.

The most important question in this research is, "What was the origin of the mihrab de-
sign and how did it enter the handicraft arts including carpet weaving?" Also, "What are the
characteristics of the two-faced tree-curtain mihrabt carpet and under the influence of what
pattern was it designed and woven?" This writing is done by a descriptive-analytical method
and through documentary and field study. The results obtained by studying the structure
and inscriptions in the carpet imply that the artists and craftsmen from Mashhad, Tabriz and
Kerman, by working together and using the old traditions of Mashhad carpet weaving, were
able to revive carpet weaving in Mashhad and establish the second glorious era of carpet
weaving, second to the Safavid era. Also, it is likely that the porches of Razavi Holy Shrine
were the designers' model for implementing the composition of the two-faced tree-curtain
mihrabr carpet

1 Keywords:
rug, prayer niche, Mashhad, mehr, Astan Quds Razavi Carpet Museum.
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Continued Tradition of the Sasanian Art in the
Islamic Architectural Decorations of Khorasan
Prior to the Mongol Invasion

By Meysam Labbaf-Khaniki'

| Abstract:

The arrival of Islam in Khorasan and change of the function of some buildings and estab-
lishment of new building complexes did not mean the collapse of the intellectual and artistic
structures of pre-Islamic Khorasan and Iran. What the Sasanian artists had experienced in
creating intellectual and artistic innovations and illustrated in the form of stucco decorations
and paintings on the walls of palaces and temples established the essential bases for Islamic
art in execution of architectural decorations. The Khorasanian Muslim artists followed up the
same Sasanian style not only in the technics and methods but also in the form and artistic
combination of their creations and amalgamated the pre-Islamic traditions with the new cul-
tural trends including geometry and Islamic ideologies. Thus, a new perspective was created
in producing the Islamic-architectural decorations of Khorasan that were influenced by the
pre-Islamic artistic tradition on the one hand and brought up an innovative and updated style
by adopting newly-emerged trends in thoughts and ideology of the Islamic period on the other
hand. With an analytical-comparative approach, this paper addresses the role of the Sasa-
nian artistic tradition in the definition of the architectural decorations of Khorasan during the
first 6 centuries of the Islamic period.

| Keywords:
architectural decorations, Islamic art, Sasanian art, stucco, wall painting, the archaeology of
Khorasan.

1. Ph.D. in Archeology of Historical Periods, Associate Professor, Faculty Member, Department of Archeology, Tehran
University labbaf@ut.ac.ir <




5 ole el
1 olmls rasgmg s

Zarrin Fam; Biannual journal of Museum Studies

Astan-e Quds-e Razavi Museum’s Journal
Volume 2, Issue 2 (spring and summer 2023)

Publisher: The Organisation of the Libraries, Museums and Archives of Astan-e Quds-e Razavi
Managing Director: Mahdi Qaisari Nik

Editor-in-Chief: Hikmat'ullah Mullah Salihi

Coordinating Manager: Mandana Yamini

Editorial board:

Dr. Tahira ‘Azim-Zada Tehrani, retired associate professor of the Islamic Azad University of Mashhad

Dr. Farhad Khusravi Bizha'im, associate professor of the Art University of Isfahan

Dr. Maytham Labbaf Khaniki, associate professor of the Archeology Department at the University of Tehran
Dr. Hayedeh Lala, retired associate professor of the Archeology Department at the University of Tehran

Dr. Muhammad Mortizayi, associate professor of Iran’s research institute for cultural heritage and tourism (RICHT)
Dr. Hikmat'ullah Mullah Salihi, full professor of the Archeology Department at the University of Tehran

Dr. Marzia Piravi Vanak, associate professor of the Art University of Isfahan

Dr. Ahmad Salihi Kakhki, full professor of the Art University of Isfahan

Dr. Mohsin Tabassi, associate professor of the Islamic Azad University of Mashhad

Dr. Bahara Taqavi Nezhad, associate professor of the Art University of Isfahan

International Editorial Board:

Dr. Sheila Blair, Norma Jean Calderwood University Professor of Islamic and Asian Art at Boston College and Hamad bin Khalifa
Endowed Chair of Islamic Art at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU)

Dr. Sheila R. Canby, Curator Emerita of the Department of Islamic Art at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York and a former
curator of Islamic art and antiquities at the British Museum

Dr. Markus Ritter, Professor of the History of Islamic Art and Deputy Head of the Department of Art History, University of Vienna

Editorial Advisory Board:

Maryam Habibi Qaeni Baygi, Curator of the Department of Qur’an Manuscripts at the Razavi Museum
Hishmat Kafilt, archeologist

Dr. Reza Khaza T, Lecturer of the Faculty of Art at the University of Birjand

RajabAli Labbaf Khaniki, archeologist and director of Kohan Bim-e Khurasan institute for cultural research
Dr. Mahdi Sahragard, assistant professor of the Islamic Azad University of Mashhad

Dr. Sadr’uddin Tahiri, assistant professor of the Art University of Isfahan

Editor: Asghar Irshad Sarabiy

English Text Editor and Translator: Ahmad Rezvani
Graphic Designer: Nima Naghavi

Calligrapher of the Logo Design: Muhammad Ali Farasati

Journal’s Office address:
.Research Department, As tan-e Quds-e Razavi Museum, Kawthar Courtyard, Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS), Mashhad, Iran
Tel: +98 (0)51 32241105 and 32235329

Website address: museum.agr-libjournal.ir Email address: zarrinfaam.journal@aqr.ir | zarrinfaam@library.razavi.ir







